Return to Learn Coweta
Game Plan for Reopening Coweta Public Schools
Fall 2020 – Updated 3-8-21

Coweta Public Schools is adapting our teaching, learning, and operations to welcome our students back
to a safe and encouraging learning environment to begin the 2020-2021 School Year. This Game Plan is
designed to highlight many of the ways we are modifying our practices to keep children as safe as
possible while providing them the opportunity to learn. Whether families choose to attend school in
person or through our newly established Coweta Virtual Academy, Coweta Public Schools will make sure
that all students have access to a learning experience that makes Coweta Public Schools the best place
to learn. We fully expect to maintain the same rigorous learning level, regardless of a family’s choice of
attendance option. Coweta Public Schools expects exceptional learning outcomes, even as we meet the
challenges of our current situation.

Academic Options
Traditional Learning vs. Coweta Virtual Academy (CVA)
Feedback from our community indicated that options are very important for them as they make
educational plans for the new school year amid the global pandemic. Regardless of your family needs,
Coweta Public Schools has a great education to offer all school-aged children of Coweta residents.

Traditional Learning
Resuming In-Person Education on August 26 at 8 School Sites
Our number one priority is student and staff health and safety while also providing a safe and positive
learning environment for all 3,400 Coweta students. Coweta Public Schools understands the importance
of in-person learning. Our goal is to start school in person on August 26. Students will learn alongside
fellow classmates with direct instruction from teachers who can’t wait to meet them in person. Besides
the daily traditional methods of instruction, students in kindergarten – 12th grades should expect to use
1:1 technology devices to support learning through feedback, collaboration, and creation.
We realize there may come a time when we have to close a classroom, school, or the entire district
down due to a rise in confirmed cases of COVID-19. If we find ourselves in that situation, we want to
assure parents that our teachers and students are equipped with the resources and knowledge to
conduct and participate in remote instruction through Google Classroom. On those school days where
students were not reporting to the building, learning would continue to take place at home using tablets
(K – 3rd grades) and Chromebooks (4th – 12th grades). This will not be the same as the emergency

distance learning days students experienced at the end of the last school year. Daily attendance will be
taken, and grades will be recorded. Teachers will be utilizing a variety of online methods of instruction
including a variety of methods including Google Meet for live video classes.
Besides an increase use of technology tools in the classroom, students and parents will notice a change
in the school calendar. “Distance Learning Drill Days” will be incorporated throughout the school year
on Mondays beginning on September 28 for students in all grade levels. These days are scheduled to
help students and teachers prepare for the possibility of school closures during the pandemic. Teachers
will present lessons from the classrooms on Google Classroom while students join them from home.
Attendance will be taken, and grades will be recorded. Buses will not run on these days
Additionally, the remaining Mondays on the school calendar will be “Distance Learning Mondays” for
students in 7th – 12th grades beginning Monday, August 31. Students on these days will have the option
to do their assignments from school or from home. Teachers will post lessons through a variety of
methods on Google Classroom. Attendance will be taken, and grades will be recorded. Buses will run to
all school sites on these days. Pre-K through 6th grade students are expected to attend school in person
on these days.
Traditional Day Summary





In-person traditional school with new emphasis of technology as an educational tool in
preparation for potential, intermittent closures due to the pandemic
Chromebooks or tablets available for all K-12 students
Distance Learning Drill Days – Monthly, beginning September 28 for PK – 12th grade students
Distance Learning Mondays – 7th – 12th grade students have option to work from school or
home

Coweta Virtual Academy
A Full-Time Virtual Education Program
Coweta Virtual Academy is a new opportunity for students in kindergarten through 12th grade. CVA will
provide an online option for students who need a smaller learning environment due to the global
pandemic or other family needs. School issued devices are available for use for all CVA students.
All CVA students will have highly qualified Coweta teachers to guide and assist them through their online
curriculum which will consist of Oddysseyware as the content management system for students in
kindergarten through 5th grade and Edgenuity for 6th – 12th grade students.
Feedback from parents indicated that extracurricular options are important so we’re pleased to
announce that several options will be available. Students in 6th grade will be allowed to enroll in
beginning band, and 7th – 12th graders will be offered the option of several fine arts, athletic, or other
classes and activities on campus.
For more information on specific class opportunities, parents should check with the counseling offices at
the respective school sites.
Families selecting the CVA option are committing to the following:
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Remaining in remote learning for at least one semester
Monitoring and supporting student attendance, participation, and engagement with
remote learning teachers, including attending daily instruction and assignment(s)
submission
Ensuring students are complying with district policies and regulations, including any
applicable attendance and grading policies and regulations
Notifying schools of health or medical conditions affecting student attendance
Maintaining and engaging in communication with teachers providing virtual instruction
Communicating issues with a district-provided student learning device to school officials

Families selecting this option can expect:
A district-provided student learning device for each enrolled child
Daily instruction provided by teachers to include guided practice, independent learning
activities, assessments, and support services
Grades reflecting students’ understanding of standards and the completion and
submission of assignments
Grade monitoring and reporting through the Parent Portal
Implementation of applicable instructional support (e.g., IEP, 504 plan, etc.)

Health and Safety Measures
PROTECTING OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITIES
The following guidelines are shared with our school communities, including students, families, and staff,
in an effort to mitigate the risk of transmission of COVID-19. Over the past several weeks,
representatives from all of the district's stakeholder groups, as well as leaders in specialized areas of the
school district's service areas, have been researching the constantly evolving literature from the
education, medical, and public health sectors. The goal has been to create carefully layered, flexible, and
developmentally appropriate practices that will ensure the strongest advice given by the American
Academy of Pediatricians: All policy considerations for the coming school year should start with a goal of
having students physically present in school. (https://tinyurl.com/yc4stuh8)
A host of reasons support this AAP recommendation, from the importance of in-person learning to the
damage of social isolation; and Coweta Schools is in complete agreement. The truth remains, however,
that ensuring this goal will require all of us to work together.
The information presented in this document is shared so that all of our community can begin school
with a shared understanding of our responsibility in keeping our students and staff safe from COVID-19.
We know we cannot eliminate the virus; but with wise choices, we can mitigate it.

LAYERED MITIGATION PRACTICES
DAILY TEMPERATURE CHECKS - Each morning, families are asked to take their children's temperatures,
as a fever of 100 or greater may be an indication of an active case of COVID-19. If this is the case, please
keep your child home to monitor for additional symptoms. Additionally, each school site may establish
procedures to take the temperature of each student at the beginning of each school day.
RESPONSE TO ADDITIONAL SYMPTOMS - While many children will present with fever initially, many will
not. Other symptoms that may develop initially include the following: chills, cough, headache, loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Any of these are
cause for keeping a child home from school.
HYGIENE – Hand washing is one of the best means of protection against infection. Students will be
reminded to wash their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after
blowing their noses, coughing, or sneezing; going to the bathroom; and before eating. They will also
have access to an alcohol-based hand sanitizer throughout the school building when hand washing
opportunities are not readily available.
SOCIAL DISTANCING - While it will be difficult to maintain distance between the students at school,
each site will be devising plans to provide for this precaution in the common areas of hallways,
classrooms, cafeterias, gyms and buses.
FACE COVERINGS - Evidence continues to mount on the role and importance of face coverings in
interrupting the spread of COVID-19. The latest indication is that the use of face coverings protects both
the wearers and those with whom they come in contact.

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL
As students arrive at school in the morning, they will be directed to go to their classrooms or a general
area in which social distancing is feasible. Students will not be gathered in large groups to wait for their
school day to begin. Parents will not be escorting their children into the building. All parents will be
asked to remain in their cars and drive through the drop-off line to ensure a safe exit from and entrance
into their family vehicles. While awaiting dismissal, students will be in their classrooms, still following
social distancing guidelines by not waiting in large groups.

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Students will wash hands prior to eating. As much as possible, the children will be seated in the cafeteria
in a manner to allow for distancing. When cafeteria space is limited, students will be directed to eat in
another area in order to provide for distancing. No guests will be allowed to have lunch on-site as long
as the threat of COVID exposure is predominant in the community. Parents are encouraged to limit the
times they check their students out for lunch in an effort to minimize unnecessary potential exposure.

SNACKS
No class-wide snacks will be allowed or distributed at school. Students choosing to bring a snack to
school may bring an individually wrapped snack for themselves.

SUPPLIES
Sharing of supplies such as crayons, markers, scissors and pencils will not be allowed. Students will keep
their individual supplies separated from those of others in individually labeled containers or cubbies.
Any manipulatives needed for instructional purposes will be sanitized prior to use by another student.

RECESS
Each elementary site will develop a recess schedule that allows daily outdoor playtime for all students.
Recess schedules may vary at sites due to limiting the number of students in any one area.

FACE COVERINGS, SHIELDS, MASKS
Students are reminded that by wearing a mask, at school, they are protecting both themselves and
those around them. As the school year commences, students should include a face mask in their list of
school supplies. With respect to the spread of the virus, the optimal, safest situation is for all students
and staff to wear a face covering at all times. When a student wears a mask at school, it is a sign of
respect for both classmates and teachers; and by extension it is confirmation that the wearer
understands his/her responsibility to his/her immediate family, extended family, school family, and the
greater Coweta community. For this reason, Coweta students are encouraged to wear masks throughout
the day - whether on school buses, in hallways or in classrooms. Mask-wearing will be less feasible for
younger students, as they may touch their faces more than usual when wearing a mask. Face coverings.
All staff and visitors will be required to wear a mask when social distancing is not possible.

COVID-19 SYMPTOMS AT SCHOOL
If a teacher suspects that a student may have COVID-19 symptoms, he/she will contact the office to
arrange for an adult to come to the classroom and escort the student to an isolation room. Parents will
be contacted immediately to pick up their child and seek a medical opinion.

WATER FOUNTAINS AND RESTROOMS
As school opens, traditional “bubble up” water fountains will be cleaned multiple times per day but may
be disconnected if other means of hydration are possible. Most schools now have water bottle filling
stations; these will remain connected and available to students and faculty. Students and staff are
encouraged to bring filled water bottles or other non-breakable water containers to school with them.
Student restrooms will be cleaned multiple times throughout the day by the site custodial staff, who will
use portable disinfectant foggers to sanitize the areas. Staff restrooms will also be disinfected
periodically throughout the school day.

EXPOSURES, DIAGNOSES, & RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER COVID-19



In regard to exposures, diagnoses, and positive tests, the CDC recommends the following:
Anyone who has had close contact with someone positive for COVID-19 should stay home for 14
days after exposure, based on the time it takes to develop the illness.








Any child who tests positive or has COVID-19 symptoms may return to school after three days
with no fever and diminished respiratory symptoms and ten days since symptoms first
appeared. Two consecutive negative COVID-19 tests given 24 hours apart would also indicate
that a child may return to school. The negative test results should be provided to the school if
the child is home for fewer than ten days.
A child who tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms can return to school after 10
days have passed since the test. Two consecutive negative COVID-19 tests given 24 hours apart
would also indicate that a child may return to school. The negative test results should be
provided to the school upon return.
As always, be sure to call the school to report your child's absence.
For more information, visit the following website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

This Game Plan is subject to change as new information becomes
available or as new situations arise related to COVID-19.
This plan was updated on August 10, 2020, to include Health & Safety
Protocols based on the Oklahoma State Department of Health’s Alert
System designed to assess risk for COVID-19 exposure in counties
across the state.

Coweta Public Schools will adjust weekly safety requirements
based on the Oklahoma State Department of Health's Alert
System. It is designed to assess risk for COVID-19 exposure in
counties across the state.

HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS

See this week's map and the district's comprehensive safety plan:
www.cowetaps.org
….
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* Masks will be required in common areas but not the classrooms in Pre K - 3rd grade.
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